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Providence Christian School 

HOMEWORK POLICY 

Providence Christian School (PCS) teaches children to evaluate themselves and all their 
experiences according to God's word. We help them integrate all aspects of their life into a 
lifestyle of faith: school learning, family activities, social experiences, hobbies, sports, service 
activities, and church activities.  

Consequently, our students and their families often have a full schedule of important activities. 
Even though schedules can become very busy, PCS believes homework is one of the 
important activities of the week. Our homework policy is divided into the following sections. 

1. Goals 
2. Types of Homework 
3. Time Requirements 
4. Expectations 
5. Homework & Class Assignments 
6. Assessing Homework 
7. Consequences for Not Doing Homework 
8. Homework for Absent Students 
 

GOALS FOR HOMEWORK 

At PCS, homework promotes three important keys for student success: academic learning, 
character development, and family involvement.  
 
1) To further academic learning, homework:  

 Helps students retain knowledge and practice skills  
 Stimulates creativity, communication, and thinking skills  
 Allows access to resources not available in classroom  
 Motivates or prepares students for later assignments.  

2) Homework also provides the opportunity for students to develop:  

 Efficient management of time and materials  
 Concentration and task-oriented behavior  
 A sense of responsibility  
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3) Finally, homework involves parents by:  

 Communicating classroom activities  
 Providing positive family learning experiences  

 

TYPES OF HOMEWORK 

Teachers assign different types of homework to accomplish specific purposes.  
 
Practice homework: 
 
Practice Homework helps students master specific knowledge and skills that have been 
presented in class. This type of homework includes completing worksheets, playing learning 
games, writing short papers or sentences, reading together, and studying for tests.  
 
Extension Homework: 
 
Sometimes students need to communicate their mastery of knowledge and skills by using 
different media. To provide such opportunities, teachers assign extension homework such as 
writing compositions, preparing a demonstration, and making dioramas, maps, models, or 
other visual displays.  
 
Integrative Homework: 
 
Other times teachers want students to complete projects that combine many skills and require 
a depth of knowledge. They assign projects, called integrative homework, such as preparing 
oral reports, written reports, science projects, class newspapers, or artistic productions.  

 
Preparation Homework:  
 
Preparation Homework is designed to motivate or prepare students for knowledge and skills 
which they have not yet mastered. Teachers may assign students to read text, take notes on 
reading, work on solving a problem that will illustrate the need to learn upcoming material, or 
gather information from resources outside of class.  
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TIME REQUIREMENTS  

Parents can help their children by supervising schedules. Although students work at different 
rates, they should have approximately the following amounts of time for doing homework 
throughout the week, Monday-Thursday, including Fridays & Saturdays.  (The school does 

not endorse homework on Sundays). 
 
Where there are difficulties in terms of homework loads or content, parents should contact the 
school. 

 

As a general guide to time allocation to homework, the following is used: 

 
GRADE TIME/WEEK TIME PER NIGHT  

(based on Monday-Friday) 

Grade ECS 1 Hour 10 mins 

Grade 1 1-2 Hours 25 mins 

Grade 2/3 2-3 Hours 35 mins 

Grade 4 3-4 Hours 50 mins 

Grade 5/6 4-5 Hours 1 hour 

Grade 7 4-6 Hours 1 hour 10 mins 

Grade 8 5-7 Hours 1 hour 20 mins 

Grade 9 6-8 Hours 1 hour 30 mins 

Grade 10 8-10 Hours 2 hours 

Grade 11/12 10-15 Hours 3 hours 

 
NB:  The amount of homework and study time a student will be required to do in Grade 11 and 
12 will depend on the course of study they are engaged in. 

 
These time allotments include some assignments that require a parent's active participation. 
For example, teachers may ask parents to read to a young child or allow an older child to 
interview them. Research shows that parents' active participation in such activities increases 
the learning of their children, regardless of their age. These assignments also make learning a 
family activity. 
 
Children in Kindergarten will receive only these types of assignments. In other grades, they 
may account to up to 1 hour per week of a student's homework. Of course, these assignments 
do not represent the complete involvement of parents in a child's education. Many parents 
provide several hours a week of informal learning in family activities such as nature walks. But 
school assignments provide a structured way for all parents to enrich their child's learning. 
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Expectations 
All assessment and reporting will be outcomes based: 
 
In almost all cases, teachers will give students the criteria and outcomes to be assessed for 
each task, and provide information as to the purpose of the task, the time needed for an 
average student to complete the task, format and length and marking criteria.  A due date will 
also be stated in order to enable students to plan their work requirements.  Teacher/student 
negotiation on assessment tasks is always encouraged. 
 
Students are encouraged to negotiate due dates with their teacher, where possible when a 
task is set, in an endeavour to spread the workload more evenly. 
 
Parents are encouraged to provide a quiet space and a desk where their daughter can work 
uninterrupted and leave their books without interfering with family routine. 

 

 

HOMEWORK AND CLASS ASSIGNMENTS 

Managing time effectively: 

Students should not leave big tasks to the night before.  If they are unable to submit work by 
the due date, they should see the teacher beforehand with a verbal or written explanation. 

Students, who feel they have been unfairly treated with a late work issue, should see the Head 
Teacher for a review of their situation. 

Requesting Extensions: 
 
Occasionally a family circumstance may prevent a child from completing an assignment. In 
such a case, students may, where there are compelling reasons, request extensions to the 
due date on the appropriate forms for this.  Such requests must be made, at least one school 
day prior to the due date.  The teacher will then notify the parent and child on the form 
whether or not the extension is granted as well as the new due date should the extension be 
granted.  

 
In the week prior to major examinations, teachers will attempt to limit homework to related 
revision. 
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ASSESSING HOMEWORK 

Teachers will assess if kindergartners have completed their homework assignments by having 
the student return a note signed by parents or a paper that records the results of the activity.  
In all other grades, the teacher or classmates will correct problems on practice homework.  
 
The teacher will record the work in a grade book. On preparation homework, teachers may 
choose to not formally assess the work. For extension and integrative assignments, teachers 
will provide criteria that form the basis of an overall grade.  

 

CONSEQUENCES FOR NOT DOING HOMEWORK OR LATE SUBMISSION 

 
Students must observe that not doing homework is not an option. 

 
1. Students may be required by an individual teacher to stay in for recess to do the work 
unless they have a note from home.  After recess, the teacher has the option of collecting the 
work at the end of recess and the student’s work may be graded on what they have 
completed. 
 
2 a) Teachers will discuss with parents any consistent problems in completing assignments to 
determine the best course of action for a particular student struggling with work skills. 
 
Teachers may allow students to begin homework at school, but most students will need to 
take the work home to finish it. For example, each junior high student does receive time during 
the year where the teacher will give them time to complete other homework, or if they’ve 
finished work early.  Some students however, choose not to use this time wisely, and 
therefore have no excuse if they fail to submit item(s) of work on time.   
 
2 b) Teacher’s may assign students with a lunch time detention, using the appropriate forms in 
which the student will be assigned a lunch hour to work on or complete their work during the 
assigned detention.  Three (3) detentions given for consistent incomplete homework or 
failing to submit assessments will result in an after-school detention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation Homework: 
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Students who have not completed preparation homework will receive a zero. The teacher has 
the option of requiring the student to also complete the assignment if it was essential. 
 

Extension/Integrative Homework: 
 
If students do not have an extension or integrative assignment completed or submitted, the 
teacher should inform the parents.  In addition, the student may submit the assignment at a 
later date but with a reduction in grade for each day past the due date. 
 
Penalties for Late Assignments 

 

Elementary: 
Students in the elementary grades may be penalized by a reduction of up to 10% of the mark.   
 
However, generally teachers are encouraged to assign detention or contact the home to 
ensure that the work is done as soon as possible. In any event, all assignments must be 
completed. 
 

Junior High: 
a) same day – 5% 
b) one day late – 10% 
c) two days late – 20% 
d) over two days late – 0% 
 

Senior High 
e) same day – 10% 
f) one day late – 20% 
g) two days late – 0% 
 
All assignments that are to be handed in should be typed or written (cursive) with ink unless 
otherwise instructed by the teacher.  Any abbreviations used by teachers in marking student 
work should follow those in the Teacher Manual. Teachers may use their discretion in having 
students re-do assignments which are very poorly done. 
 
The Alberta Diploma Exams count as 50% of the final mark for Grade 12 students; therefore 
school final exams are optional, and if set, should count as no more than 10% of the year’s 
classroom work. A final exam may be required in other subjects at the teacher’s discretion and 
will count for no more than 30% of the final mark. 

Penalties for Failure of Submission of Assignments: 
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Where students fail to persistently submit assessment requirements or complete homework, 
teachers are required to notify parents in writing of such failure.  Irrespective of whether or not 
the item will attract a grade or score, students are still obliged to complete the item. 
 

HOMEWORK FOR ABSENT STUDENTS 

Absent students may receive make-up assignments for all essential practice assignments, 
including both homework and class assignments.  
 

Short Term Absence: 
 
Students who have been absent will be given two days to make up class work upon their 
return unless otherwise agreed to by the teacher. However, assignments which were due on 
the student’s first day of absence will be due on the first day back.  The work will be assessed 
without any deduction in grade.  Teachers will determine the requirements for making up 
preparation, extension, and integrative assignments on a case by case situation. 

 
Long Term Absence: 
 
If parents know that a student will be absent for more than a week, they should contact the 
school office or teacher(s) concerned 2 weeks in advance. If the student is able to complete 
some work, teachers may, but are not obliged to prepare a school work package that 
parents can pick up during the absence. These assignments are due upon the students return 
to school. If the office does not receive notice 2 weeks before the absence, no assignments 
will be collected. Students who have an unexcused absence will not receive any make-up 
assignments.  

 
 


